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1 / INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This document contains the criteria for nomination and selection of athletes to the Australian Youth 
Olympic Team for the 2026 Youth Olympic Games in Dakar, Senegal (2026 YOG). This document 
also contains general information about the nomination and selection process. 

1.2 For ease of reference and simplicity, this document combines the Nomination Criteria set by the 
National Federation and the Selection Criteria set by the AOC (at Appendix 1).  

1.3 This document is governed by the AOC Nomination and Selection By-Law (By-Law), a copy of 
which can be accessed on the AOC website at https://www.olympics.com.au/the-aoc/athlete-
guidelines/. In the event of any inconsistency between this document and the By-Law, the By-Law 
will prevail to the extent of the inconsistency. 

2 / DEFINITIONS 

Unless otherwise defined below, capitalised terms in this Nomination Criteria (including Appendix 
1) have the meaning given to them in the By-Law, certain of which have been reproduced below 
for the sake of convenience: 

2026 Cadet Fencing World Championships means the 2026 Cadet Fencing World 
Championships in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on 1-9 April 2026. 

2026 YOG means the 2026 Youth Olympic Games in Dakar, Senegal. 

AOC means the Australian Olympic Committee Inc and any of its officers, employees or agents 
and any committee it convenes including the AOC Selection Committee. 

AOC Olympic Team Nomination and Selection By-Law means the document adopted by the 
Executive which governs, among other things, the nomination and selection of Athletes to a Team 
for an Olympic Games, Olympic Winter Games, Youth Olympic Games or Winter Youth Olympic 
Games and which is available at https://www.olympics.com.au/the-aoc/athlete-guidelines/. 

AOC Selection Committee means the committee established by the AOC to select Athletes to 
the Team for the Games. 

AOC Selection Criteria means the criteria adopted by the AOC in respect of the 2026 YOG which 
outlines the requirements for an Athlete to be selected by the AOC to participate in the 2026 YOG 
and which appears at Appendix 1 of this Nomination Criteria. 

Athlete means an athlete who: 

(a) participates in the Sport; and 

(b) is recognised by the National Federation or AOC as eligible for nomination to the AOC 
for selection to the Team pursuant to this Nomination Criteria. 
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Closing Ceremony means the closing ceremony of the Games, scheduled for 13 November 
2026. 

Events means:  

• Individual Épée; 

• Individual Foil; and 

• Individual Sabre. 

Executive means the Executive of the AOC. 

Extenuating Circumstances means: 

 injury or illness; 

 equipment failure; 

 travel delays; 

 bereavement or disability arising from death or serious illness of an immediate family 
member, which means a spouse, de facto partner, child, parent, grandparent, grandchild 
or sibling; or 

 any other factors considered by the National Federation to constitute extenuating 
circumstances. 

Games means the 2026 Youth Olympic Games in Dakar, Senegal. 

Games Period means 31 October to 13 November 2026 (inclusive). 

International Federation means International Fencing Federation (FIE).  

International Federation Cadet Ranking List means the ranking system managed by the 
International Federation in which an Athlete accumulates cadet ranking points at International 
Federation recognised cadet competitions. 

IOC means International Olympic Committee.  

National Federation means Australian Fencing Federation.  

National Federation Cadet Ranking List means the ranking system managed by the National 
Federation in which an Athlete accumulates cadet ranking points in accordance with the National 
Federation’s Ranking Policy, available here: https://www.ausfencing.org/wp-content/uploads/AFF-
Ranking-Policy.pdf. 

NOC means National Olympic Committee. 

Nominated Athlete(s) means an Athlete who is nominated by their National Federation to the 
AOC for selection to the Team. 

Nomination Date means 1 June 2026. 

Organising Committee means the committee commissioned by the IOC which is charged with 
organising the 2026 YOG. 

Participation Principles means Youth Olympic Games Dakar 2026 – Participation Principles in 
respect of the 2026 YOG issued by the IOC, available here: YOG Dakar 2026 Participation 
Principles. 

Short List has the meaning given in clause 6.2. 

Sport means Fencing, which includes the Events.  

Sport Entries Deadline means the date on which entries to the Games must be submitted by the 
AOC, being 25 September 2026. 
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Team means the team of Athletes selected and officials appointed by the AOC to participate in the 
Sport at the Games. 

3 / INTERPRETATION 
In this Nomination Criteria (and Appendix 1): 

 The singular includes the plural and the converse also applies. 

 A reference to an agreement or document (including a reference to this document) is to 
the agreement or document as amended, supplemented, novated or replaced, except to 
the extent prohibited by this document or that other agreement or document, and 
includes the recitals and schedules to that agreement or document. 

 A reference to a party to an agreement includes the party's successors, permitted 
substitutes and permitted assigns (and, where applicable, the party's legal personal 
representatives). 

 A reference to conduct includes an omission, statement or undertaking, whether or not in 
writing. 

 A reference to time is to Sydney time, unless otherwise stated. 

4 / GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

The Youth Olympic Games Dakar 2026 – Participation Principles (Participation Principles) set 
by the IOC (available here: YOG Dakar 2026 Participation Principles) is the overarching document 
which outlines the maximum number of quota places that can be allocated to an NOC per event at 
the 2026 YOG. It also sets out the principles for how those quota places will be allocated among 
NOCs. 

All entries will be managed directly by the IOC in collaboration with NOCs, International 
Federations and the Organising Committee to ensure that the quota places are allocated in 
accordance with the Participation Principles. For clarity, the International Federation will not have 
a separate qualification system, although minimum sporting and eligibility criteria will still apply in 
their respective events, as outlined in clause 6.4.  

5 / NOMINATION AND SELECTION PROCESS FOR THE 2026 AUSTRALIAN YOUTH OLYMPIC 
TEAM 
The process for the nomination and selection of Athletes for the Team is as follows: 

 Qualification: the National Federation or the AOC, as Australia’s NOC, may be 
allocated a quota place for an event on the 2026 YOG programme by the IOC, in 
accordance with the Participation Principles. The AOC will determine whether or not to 
use any quota place allocated to the National Federation or the AOC; 

 Nomination: Where a quota place for an event has been allocated to the National 
Federation or the AOC, and the AOC determines to utilise that quota place, the National 
Federation must nominate Athletes to the AOC for selection to the Team, in accordance 
with this Nomination Criteria. 

 Selection: The AOC is responsible for determining whether to select a Nominated 
Athlete to the Team, in accordance with the Selection Criteria. 

6 / NOMINATION BY AUSTRALIAN FENCING FEDERATION  
6.1 General 

 This Nomination Criteria is issued by the board of the National Federation. The National 
Federation must provide, or otherwise make available, this Nomination Criteria (and any 
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amendments to it) to all Athletes, including by publishing this Nomination Criteria on the 
National Federation’s website. 

 The National Federation may only nominate Athletes to the AOC in accordance with this 
Nomination Criteria. 

 This Nomination Criteria will take effect on and from the date of approval by the AOC 
and will cease to have effect at the conclusion of the Games. 

 This Nomination Criteria applies to: 

(i) all Athletes; 

(ii) the National Federation; and 

(iii) the AOC. 

 The terms of the By-Law are incorporated by reference to this Nomination Criteria. The 
National Federation must provide, or otherwise make available to all Athletes the By-Law 
(and any amendments to it), including by publishing the By-Law (or a link to it) on the 
National Federation’s website.  

 

6.2 Short List 
 For the purpose only of identifying prospective members of the Team, the National 

Federation and/or the AOC may maintain a short list of Athletes (Short List). 

 For the avoidance of doubt, membership of the National Federation’s or AOC’s Short List 
does not increase, decrease or otherwise affect an Athlete’s prospects of being 
nominated by the National Federation, or being selected by the AOC, to the Team. 

 
6.3 Quota Places 

 The National Federation may only nominate Athletes to the AOC for selection to the 
Team where, pursuant to the Participation Principles, the IOC has awarded the AOC or 
the National Federation quota places. 

 The National Federation may not nominate more Athletes than the number of quota 
places awarded to the AOC or the National Federation under the Participation Principles. 

 For the avoidance of doubt, the fact that the results/performance of an Athlete has 
secured a quota place for the National Federation or the AOC under the Participation 
Principles does not ensure nomination of that Athlete by the National Federation to the 
AOC for selection to the Team. 

 
6.4 Eligibility criteria 

The National Federation will not nominate an Athlete unless, as at the Nomination Date, the 
National Federation is satisfied on reasonable grounds that the Athlete: 

 is an Australian citizen; 

 is a member of the National Federation; 

 satisfies the Participation Principles, including that the Athlete respects and complies 
with the Olympic Charter, the World Anti-Doping Code and the Olympic Movement Code 
on the Prevention of the Manipulation of Competitions; 

 does, and will continue to, satisfy the AOC Selection Criteria set out at Appendix 1 of this 
Nomination Criteria;  
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 has not breached the AOC Anti-Doping By-Law, unless the Athlete has been sanctioned 
for the breach and has completed the sanction imposed;  

 does not, and is not likely to in the foreseeable future, suffer from any physical or mental 
impairment that would prevent the Athlete from competing at the 2026 YOG to the 
highest possible standard for that Athlete; 

 is a member of the National Squad (which means the National Federation’s High 
Performance Program); 

 in accordance with the Participation Principles, must be born after 14 November 2008 
(i.e. can’t be older than 17 at the date of the Closing Ceremony); and 

 in accordance with the Participation Principles satisfies the International Federation’s 
minimum sporting and eligibility criteria, including: 

(i) be at least 14 years old on 31 October 2026 (i.e. born before 1 November 2012); 

(ii) hold a valid international FIE license; and 

(iii) have participated in at least one (1) Cadet/Junior World Championships or Zone 
Championships. 

 
6.5 Nomination Criteria – Events 

 If the AOC obtains quota places in accordance with the Participation Principles, the 
National Federation will nominate the Athlete, having regard to clause 6.4, that is the 
highest ranked eligible Athlete in their respective gender’s National Federation Cadet 
Ranking List in the relevant Event as at the conclusion of the 2026 Cadet Fencing World 
Championships, or 10 April 2026, whichever date is the latest. 

 If there are two (2) or more Athletes that have an equal ranking in their respective 
gender’s National Federation Cadet Ranking List in the relevant Event as at the 
conclusion of the 2026 Cadet Fencing World Championships, or 10 April 2026, 
whichever date is the latest, then the National Federation will nominate from those 
Athletes, the Athlete who has achieved the below criteria, which are arranged in order of 
priority. For clarity, subclause (i) is to be applied first and then subclause (ii) only if after 
the application of subclause (i) the Athletes remain equal: 

(i) the highest placing in the relevant Event at the 2026 Cadet Fencing World 
Championships; 

(ii) the highest ranked Athlete in their respective gender’s International Federation’s 
Cadet Ranking List in the relevant Event as at 10 April 2026.  

 
6.6 Extenuating Circumstances 

In determining whether an Athlete has satisfied the criteria set out in clause 6.5, the 
National Federation will not have regard to Extenuating Circumstances. 

 
6.7 Submission of Nominations 

 The National Federation must notify Athletes of the Nomination Date in writing. 

 The AOC may, in its absolute discretion extend the Nomination Date for the National 
Federation for any reason. 

 The National Federation must nominate Athletes to the AOC by the Nomination Date. 
The National Federation must inform Athletes of their nomination or non-nomination by 



no later than 48 hours prior to the Nomination Date or such later date as the AOC 
advises the National Federation. 

 Nominations submitted to the AOC must be in the form prescribed by the AOC or in a 
form that is otherwise acceptable to the AOC and include any such information that is 
required pursuant to the AOC Olympic Team Nomination and Selection By-Law. 

 The AOC may, in its absolute discretion, accept a nomination submitted after the 
Nomination Date or the Sport Entries Deadline. 

 
6.8 Amendments 

 This document may only be amended with the written consent of the AOC Selection 
Committee. 

 The AOC may amend the AOC Selection Criteria from time to time in its absolute 
discretion. Where the AOC forms a reasonable opinion that this Nomination Criteria 
requires amendment, the AOC must notify the National Federation of the required 
amendments. The National Federation must work collaboratively with the AOC in good 
faith to amend this Nomination Criteria to the satisfaction of the AOC. 

 The National Federation must provide, and make available on National Federation’s 
website, any updates to the Nomination Criteria (including any updates to the AOC 
Selection Criteria), to all Athletes. 

 
6.9 Governing law 

This Nomination Criteria is governed by the laws of the State of New South Wales. 

 

6.10 Priority of Documents 
To the extent of any inconsistency, the following documents shall be given the following 
descending order of precedence: 

 the AOC Constitution; 

 the AOC Olympic Team Nomination and Selection By-Law (including AOC Selection 
Criteria); and 

 this Nomination Criteria. 
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APPENDIX 1 - AOC SELECTION CRITERIA 

DAKAR 2026 
 

The AOC has adopted this Selection Criteria pursuant to the AOC Olympic Team Nomination and 
Selection By-Law. This criteria governs the selection of Athletes to the Team by the AOC. 

 

1. Eligibility for Selection  
In order to be selected by the AOC to the Team, a Nominated Athlete must satisfy the following 
selection criteria. As all Nominated Athletes are under the age of 18 years, the Nominated 
Athlete’s parent or legal guardian must also execute the documents specified below: 

(a) have met the requirements of the Participation Principles applying to the Sport; 

(b) have satisfied the Nomination Criteria adopted by the National Federation; 

(c) have been nominated to the AOC by the National Federation; 

(d) have respected and complied, and continue to respect and comply, with the Olympic 
Charter, the World Anti-Doping Code and the Olympic Movement Code on the 
Prevention of the Manipulation of Competitions as well as the rules of the relevant 
International Federation of their sport; 

(e) have met and continue to meet the eligibility requirements for Australian competitors 
outlined in the Olympic Charter; 

(f) have signed the 2026 Australian Youth Team Membership Agreement for Athletes and 
agree to comply with its terms, and agree to sign any entry form required by the 
International Olympic Committee, AOC or the Organising Committee; 

(g) have signed a consent to consideration of nomination form or any equivalent document 
prescribed by the AOC; 

(h) have provided to the AOC a signed parent or guardian consent and acknowledgement 
form in respect of the Nominated Athlete’s participation in the 2026 YOG; 

(i) comply with the AOC Constitution and its by-laws, including the By-Law, AOC Anti-
Doping By-Law and AOC Ethical Behaviour By-Law and AOC Safeguarding Children, 
Young and Vulnerable Persons Policy; 

(j) not have breached the AOC Anti-Doping By-Law, AOC Ethical Behaviour By-Law or 
any other AOC By-Law adopted by the AOC from time to time as applicable to the 
Nominated Athlete, unless the Nominated Athlete has been sanctioned for the breach and 
has completed the sanction imposed;  

(k) not have breached the National Federation’s National Integrity Policy, unless the 
Nominated Athlete has been sanctioned for the breach and has completed the sanction 
imposed;  

(l) have been available for sample collection for the purpose of conducting anti-doping testing 
and have provided accurate and up-to-date whereabouts information (as applicable); 

(m) not at any time have engaged in conduct (whether publicly known or not), in or outside of 
Australia, which: 

ii. has brought, brings or would have the tendency to bring the Nominated 
Athlete or their sport into disrepute or censure; or  

iii. is or would have the tendency to be inconsistent with, contrary to or 
prejudicial to the best interests, reputation or values of the AOC or Team 
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sponsors, or as a result of which, the Nominated Athlete’s continued 
membership would not be or would not likely be in the best interests of the 
Team; 

(n) not at any time been charged with any offence, in or outside of Australia involving 
violence, Abuse of a Child or Vulnerable Person, Grooming, alcohol or drugs, any sex 
offence, or any offence relating to any betting or gambling activities on sport, or any 
offence which is punishable by imprisonment (unless such charges have subsequently 
been withdrawn or the offences have been found to be not proven); 

(o) not at any time been convicted of any offence, in or outside of Australia involving 
violence, Abuse of a Child or Vulnerable Person, Grooming, alcohol or drugs, or any sex 
offence, or any offence relating to any betting or gambling activities on sport, or any 
offence which is punishable by imprisonment; 

(p) have disclosed any criminal offence of whatever nature, in or outside of Australia, with 
which the Nominated Athlete has been charged, or of which the Nominated Athlete has 
been convicted, and has consented to the National Federation and the AOC making 
enquiries to relevant authorities for any details of the Nominated Athlete’s criminal record 
(if any), including details of any charges pending or any spent convictions disclosable by 
law, and consents to those authorities providing that information in answer to those 
enquiries; 

(q) have and must continue to honestly and fully disclose to their National Federation 
and AOC until the end of the Games Period information concerning any conduct that 
would cause an actual or potential breach of clauses 1(A) - 1(N),  including any 
unresolved allegation of any breach of the Olympic Charter, the World Anti-Doping 
Code and the Olympic Movement Code on the Prevention of the Manipulation of 
Competitions, any Sport Integrity Australia (SIA) integrity matter, any of a National 
Federation’s National Integrity Policies, any AOC By-Law or the AOC Safeguarding 
Children, Young and Vulnerable Persons Policy as applicable to the Nominated 
Athlete; 

(r) have, if required, assisted SIA or a National Federation in any anti-doping or sport integrity 
matter or investigation and will continue to do so if required, including by fully and truthfully 
answering questions, attending interviews, disclosing information and producing 
documents; 

(s) consent to: 

i. their National Federation and the AOC making enquiries with SIA or other relevant 
authorities regarding any disclosures; and 

ii. consent to SIA or other relevant authorities providing information to their National 
Federation and the AOC in relation to those enquiries; and 

(t) have completed or will complete medical assessments to the satisfaction of the AOC, if 
required. 

A breach of, or a failure by a Nominated Athlete to comply with clauses 1(a) – (v) above may 
render that Nominated Athlete ineligible for selection to the Team, at the complete and 
absolute discretion of the AOC. 

 

2.    Other Requirements 
Except where the AOC has otherwise agreed in writing, the AOC will not select a Nominated 
Athlete unless the Nominated Athlete has provided an undertaking that he or she will attend: 

(a) the 2026 YOG for the entire Games Period, or such other mandatory period during the 
Games Period stipulated by the AOC; 

(b) any education sessions organised by the Organising Committee; and 

(c) if required, any training and preparation camp convened and facilitated by the AOC. 

 



3.   Selection  
The AOC has the sole and absolute discretion to determine: 

(a) whether a Nominated Athlete has met the requirements of this Selection Criteria; 

(b) whether a Nominated Athlete is eligible for selection to the Team, having regard to the 
requirements of this Selection Criteria and any other circumstances or criteria the AOC 
considers appropriate;  

(c) that a Nominated Athlete is ineligible for selection to the Team for any reason (irrespective 
of whether the Nominated Athlete has met some or all of the requirements of this 
Selection Criteria); and  

(d) whether it will select the maximum number of athletes (or teams, where applicable) 
permitted for selection by the AOC, regardless of how many Nominated Athletes meet the 
standards required under the Participation Principles. 

 

4.    No Extenuating Circumstances 
(a) In determining whether an Athlete has satisfied the criteria set out in clause 1 of this 

Selection Criteria, the AOC will not have regard to Extenuating Circumstances. 

(a) For the purposes of this clause, Extenuating Circumstances means: 

(i) injury or illness; 

(ii) equipment failure; 

(iii) travel delays; 

(iv) bereavement or disability arising from death or serious illness of an immediate 
family member, which means a spouse, de facto partner, child, parent, 
grandparent, grandchild or sibling; or 

(v) any other factors. 
 
5.     Amendments 

This Selection Criteria may be amended by the AOC from time to time. 
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